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arise, and be baptised, and. wash away 


"DISCOURSE BY ELDER FRANCIS M. LYMAN. 


THE following discourse was delivered by Elder Francis M. Lyman, at the 
General Conference of the Church, 2. the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, 
Ootober 8, 1895 :— 

I pray that the Spirit of the Lord may rest upon us throughout the 
remainder of our conference as it has been upon the brethren who have 

already spoken. The gathering of the Latter-day Saints in conference 
makes very important occasions. They are for the transaction of business 
and the giving of instructions, that the people may receive frequently the 
true sound, that the keynote may be given to them, and that the Latter- 
day Saints may enjoy the Holy Spirit so that they can always discern the 
truth, and then they are not easily deceived in regard to doctrine and 
principle pertaining to the plan of life and salvation. The revelation 
requires particularly that the Elders upon whose shoulders rest the res- 
ponsibilities of the kingdom should meet together frequently. In general 
conference we gather twice a year, in stake conferences four times à year; 
and at these gatherings all business is transacted, and it is done by com- 
mon consent. Every member of the Church is entitled to a voice in the 
transaction of Church business, whether in the quorums of the Priesthood, 
in the gatherings of the people in wards and in stakes, or as a whole 
Church. No man is held in position in this Church who has not the 
fellowship of the people; and men in this Church never lose the fellowship 
of the people so long as they do right. For the Latter-day Saints have 
the Holy Ghost as-their companion, and the Holy Ghost comprehends, not 
only doctrine and ‘principle, but men; so that men who are called to pre- 
side over us are read of the Holy ‘Ghost, Tf they have weaknesses, the 


Saints discover them; and they have confidence in men in proportion to 
their integrity to the cause. If men live their religion, the * love 
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them and listen to them. If men do not live according to their professions, 
they lose caste among the people. It is singular that the Latter-day Saints 
can discern so carefully and particularly the conditions of one another, 
and howfreadily they will detect error, false doctrine, or evil that may 
arise, or be presented among the people by false teachers. Every Latter- 
day Saint is entitled to the presence of the Holy Spirit, to give him under- 
standing and wisdom, and no Latter-day Saint need to be led astray by 
false teachers; for the Spirit of the Lord being their companion, they are 
entitled to comprehend the truth and to and to 


status before the Lord day by day. 
But in order to enjoy the Spirit of the ‘per as our Heavenly Father hen 


designed we should do, it is really necessary that we should serve the 


Lord, that we should honor Him and keep His commandments, that we 
should be very careful in our lives, and that our hearts should not be 
set upon the things of this world, but that we should seek to lay up 
treasures in heaven. The way treasures are laid up in heaven, as I under- 
stand it, is by men doing day by day the good that opens up before them 
—laboring to improve and to elevate society. If society is corru pted by 
the spirit of lying, then it is the duty of every man who bears the Priest- 
hood and every person who has embraced the truth to operate against the 
spirit of lying, and to teach truth. If there is a spirit of infidelity afflict- 


ing the people, then every man should be nerved against infidelity, and 


labor to promote faith in the hearts of the people. For it is not possible 
to please God without faith. It is not possible to please our Heavenly. 
Father without the spirit of truth and honesty, of virtue and u prightness. 
The source of happiness to mankind, we are told in the Scriptures, is the 
favor of God. If we please Him, He will favor us. I presume that every 
Latter-day Saint under the sound of my voice to-day has had experience 
enough to know that the favor of the Lord is not upon us when we do 
wrong. I take it that we have all done wrong enough to know this. I 
take it also that we have all done well and wrought righteousness engugh 
to know that the favor of heaven is upon us when we do right. Why 
shall we do wrong? Why shall we not listen to the. ‘counsels. of gur 
Heavenly Father and do right all the time! Why i is it that we are not 
doing right constantly? Is there any power given to Satan to compel. us 
to do wrong? Is there any power given to Satan to compel us to break 
the Sabbath day and not to keep it holy? Is power given to Satan that, 


found it so in my experience. I have never been compelled to do wrong, 


What wrong I have done I have done with my eyes open. I have known 


what was right, I have known what was wrong. I have been thoroughly 
taught by my parents and by my brethren; I have been taught by the 
conscience that the Lord has placed within me, and when that conscience 
has been lighted by the Spirit and power of God, I have been able to 
comprehend very easily what was wrong and what was right. I do declare 
in all soberness before this vast congregation this morning, that every 
man has been graciously endowed by our Heavenly Father with the power 
to do His mind and will. Every man in a normal condition, has the power 
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to do right. When the Gospel has been taught us, we have exercised our 
reason and judgment. When the Scriptures have been expounded to us 
we have believed them. Men sent of the Lord and commissioned to teach 
and expound the Scripture have taught us that it was necessary that we 
should believe in God our Father, who dwells in the heavens; and we have 
been willing to listen and to treasure up the truth that they taught us, and 
to believe it. The Latter-day Saints to-day believe in God our Heavenly 
Father, and that we are in reality His children; that He is our head, and 
that we are indebted to Him for life and being upon this earth. He has 
laid down the plan of life by which we may be saved and brought back 
into His presence, by which we may become as He is, and inherit His 
power, His greatness, His authority, and the riches of eternity. He has 
made all these things plain to us, and He has sent into the world His Son, 
our Elder Brother, to be our Savior. We had come in a fallen condition. 
Adam came and fell that we might be. By that fall came death, and by 
death our tabernacles are placed in the grave, returned to mother earth, 
there to remain until the resurrection, and the resurrection was brought 
to pass by the death and suffering of the Son of God. Our Elder Brother, 
Jesus Christ, shed His blood for our sins—not for His own, for He was 
immaculate and without blemish—and He laid down His life that you and 
I should be redeemed from that death which had come upon us because of 

the fall of Adam. By His death are we redeemed. By His blood are we 
- cleansed from the conditions of the fall. For Jesus broke the bonds of 
death; and as all men are consigned’ to the grave because of the fall of 
Adam, in like manner are all men raised from the grave through the 
suffering and death of our Lord and Master, Jesus Christ. Every human 
being that has been given a tabernacle upon this earth will have that 
tabernacle resurrected, and will enter into it again and appear before God 
to be judged for the deeds done in the body. In likeness of the death and 
burial and resurrection of the Son of God, the Lord has arranged in the 
plan of life that we should lay our bodies in the watery grave, and that as 
He came forth out of the grave to newness of life, so should we come 
from the ‘watery grave into newness of life, and to walk no more after 
the ways of men. It is required that we should not be of the world. 
We should not be like the world. As in times past we were sinners and 
transgressors, and were thoughtless and indifferent in regard to the prin- 
ciples of life and salvation, now these principles should be our theme, now 
we should love them. Where before we sought to lay up treasures on 
earth, now we should seek to lay up treasures in heaven. Our chief object. 
should be the accomplishment of God’s purposes upon the earth. We 
should not live for the building of railroads and the development of mines 
and farms, and the building of houses, etc. Whatever we do of this kind 
should be done with the view of accomplishing the purposes of the Lord 
in the earth, and for making man happy, and bringing about that joy that 
was ‘intended in our being upon the earth. As Adam fell that we might 
come to the earth and obtain tabernacles, so we have come to the earth 
that we might have joy in the presence of our Father who dwells in 
Heaven. That is the design of our Father and the object of our being. 
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Therefore, our hearts must not be set upon the things of this world. But 
if we seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, all other things 
that are necessary for us our Father will add unto us. Though' He may 
not accomplish it this year He will do some of it this pane, — some next 
year, till finally we will inherit all things. : 
But in order that we may have relief from our sins sed come back into 
the presence of God, it is necessary not only that we should believe and 
be baptized, but that we should repent also.. Following the doctrine of 
faith in God is the doctrine of repentance, as Peter declared on the day of 
Pentecost unto those who had slain the Savior or had consented to His 
death. They were gathered in great numbers, and many were convinced 
under the instructions of the inspired Apostle of God. They were pricked 
in their hearts, and said, Men and brethren, what shall we do?” Peter 
answered them, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name 


of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of 


the Holy Ghost.” What a glorious promise that was to the people on that 

day. If it was the truth in the days of Peter, I say it is the truth to-day. 
If it was necessary then that a man should repent of his sins, and should 
humble himself before the Lord, and enter into the waters of baptism for. 
the remission of sins, and receive the Holy Ghost, in order that he might 
please God and know His mind and will, I say it is the same to-day. The 
Gospel given then is the Gospel given to-day; for the Gospel revealed to 
us is that given by Jesus Christ Himself. And He has given to us the 
Holy Ghost, that precious gift that was so valuable in those days and 
that would remind and bring to the attention of the followers of the 
Savior all that He had taught them, and show them things to come. 

Now, we have these books that were spoken of yesterday—the Bible, the 
Book of Mormon, and the Book of Doctrine and Covenants—and they are 
very valuable. But I say this Church could not run an hour with all the 
books that were ever published. It is not possible to run the Church ef 
God with books. It must be by the living oracles of God. It must be by 
the men who are authorized by the Son of God Himself to stand at the 
head of the people and to teach them. You cannot organize a ward, you 
cannot organize a quorum, you cannot do one thing in building up a king - 
dom of God, only by the living oracles. You must have them all the time. 
Where a church has not the living oracles; where a church has not men 
who speak as one having authority, as Jesus spoke, I say that there is not 
the Church of God. There must be the men of God; there must be the 
Apostleship; there must be the Priesthood; there must be the organiza- 
tion of the Church in all its perfection and power. That is what God has 
revealed to us, and it is the reason that this work has prospered. Has it 
ever grown less? No. If there has been a falling away of one, has there 
not been an addition of a hundred? - The Church has increased and grown 
right straight along, and there are people by tens of thousands in these 
valleys who know the Gospel is true. If any man has received the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ and has lived it, he knows the Gospel is true. That know- 
ledge is a part of the work. It is a part of the principles that men should 
know of the doctrine. You take every assertion of the doctrine laid down 
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by the Son of God and you will find that He makes it positive. On the 
day of Pentecost, Peter said, “Repent and be baptized every one of you 
in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall 
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” He did not say, “you may,” or per- 
haps you will obtain that precious boon; but he said, “ye shall receive 
the gift of the Holy Ghost.” When the Son of Man Himself was questioned 
by the Jews, who wanted to know why He came to teach them when He 
was not an educated man and had not been finished in the schools of the 
day, He said, My doctrine is not mine, but his that sent me. If any 
man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, 
or whether I speak of myself.” Now, I say that the Latter-day Saints 
have received the doctrine and have done the will of God, and they know 
of the doctrine. They have gathered together and they have built temples 
and are laboring for the salvation of this world to-day as no other people 
‘on this earth are doing, and as no other people can do; for there is no 
other people that has the Gospel: All of them have sometruth. It would 
be à miserable system of salvation if no truth were in it. But I say if you 
were to take nine-tenths of the truths and try to make up man’s salvation, 
you would fail. You: must have-the whole truth or the system is not 
complete and perfect. I speak with all due respect of the religious denom- 
inations of the world. I have the same profound respect for every 
denomination that I ask them to grant me: for I am pleased to have 
people Christian in their feeling and to have them believe in Jesus Christ. 
It is much better than to have them infidel. But when you find the Church 
that has the authority of God, with whom God is laboring all the time, 
you will see men who stand up like men with authority and with power, 
and not as the scribes and pharisees. We do know of what we teach, and 
we have hundreds of thousands of people to-day that can bear us witness. 
Would I dare stand before this congregation if it were not full of people 
who know that what I say is true? Thousands here would hold up their 
right hands, and take a solemn oath if it were necessary, that they know 
this is the Gospel that Jesus has established; that it is His Church and 
that His purposes are being fulfilled in the earth. What have we left our 
homes for?’ Had we no need to come up here? Only to do the will of the 
Lord: The spirit of this work gathers the people. We never took up an 
argument with the people to convince them that they need to come here. 
Why, in many instances we have to try and quiet their nerves and keep 
them from gathering, in order that the Church abroad may be strong 
enough to sustain the Elders in the missionary field. I have thought we 
have depleted our missions more than we ought to havedone. I am not 
questioning my brethren who preside over me and have directed these 
affairs; but these have been the sentiments of my heart, that we have 
allowed the people to gather more rapidly than was wise in view of the 
desire to spread abroad the principles of eternal truth in the world. 

Now, we stand before the world and are willing to be questioned, in private 
and in public; and we say to the world, believe on the Lord Jesus Christ; 
repent of your sins, and be baptized for the remission of those sins, and 
you:shall obtain a remission of sins and an entrance into the kingdom of 
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God, and you shall receive the Holy Ghost, and shall know of the doctrine. 
Then everything will be new to you; for you will see as the world do not 
see. Although we mingle with the world and the world are among us, do 
they see, and feel, and understand and believe as we do? No; but there 
is a magic something about the Latter-day Saints that the world admire. 
There is a feeling, a spirit and an influence over the country where the 
Latter-day Saints dwell, that wins people and draws their affections and 
their attention, and they love to be among us. We are possibly the most 
remarkable people to-day in the world; only a little handful, but looked 
upon asan important people in these United States, attracting more atten- 
tion perhaps than any other section of the country. This is because the 
Lord is with us. He is over-ruling and moving among the nations of the 
earth. It is not what He is accomplishing here alone, by His people; but 
He is moving upon the spirits of men, softening their hearts and prepar- 
ing the way for the Gospel to be introduced throughout the world and - 
the people to be gathered from among all nations. Then we say, welcome! 
What a welcome was given here yesterday, and will be again to-night! 
What a welcome is always given in this beautiful building! a building 
erected so many years ago, and yet is up to the times to-day, and will be 
for the next hundred years. And so are our tem ples, and yet the founda- 

tions of these buildings were laid when we were in our infancy and in our 
poverty, and they have been completed by the power of God upon His 
people. All His works will be fulfilled and accomplished just the same. We 
are gaining strength and power, and although there has been a great deal of 
bitterness towards the Latter-day Saints, the Lord is softening the hearts 
of the people, and will continue to do so in the future and make it possible 
for His Church to be thoroughly established. We are having a breathing 
spell now. We have spread over all this inter-mountain region, not only 
in the United states, but into Canada and into Mexico; : and we are going 
east and west, and spreading in every direction, and gaining strength and 
power. And these United States will be the better for the Latter-day 
Saints that are in it; for where the Latter-day Saints go, though they may 
not be perfect, yet Gites is a spirit and an influence with them that will 
attract the world. We are told indeed of prominent men in the world who 
are looking to Utah with a view of coming here to make their homes, having 
the idea that their children can grow up in purity here as they cannot in 
the rest of the world. Oh! that this be true—that the Latter-day Saints 
may be pure, and that the pure of the world may come in upon us, who 
desire to preserve their families in purity, and be welcome among us; and 
we will teach them the truth, and if they do not want it, if they cannot 


live it, then let them square their lives by the very best doctrines: and red 


ciples that they can receive and live up to. 

This is my testimony before this vast assembly this morning, ae God 
bless us, and bless this conference and labors of the Elders, past and 
future; that we may be fully fed, thoroughly instructed and advised by 
our Heavenly Father in regard to the principles that are necessary for us 


to give more careful attention to in the future than we have done in the 


past, so that we may be indeed Latter-day Saints, full of faith, and worthy 
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favor and blessing and protection of the Tu in the 
of Jesus Christ. Amen. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


Ballington Booth has issued a lengthy eee giving his reasons for withdrawing from 
the Salvation Army. He says the trouble began with his father's visit to America, when 
the latter expressed dissatisfaction with almost everything in connection with the labors 
of his son. 


Even Réntgen’s rays will pale before the discovery that M. Nicola Teszla, the famous 
electrician, claims to have made. After experimenting for several years, says the New 
York correspondent of the Daily Chronicle, M. Teszla has come to the conclusion that it 
will soon be possible to dispense with telegraph wires, and to transmit messages to any 
place on earth or even the nearer planets, by,the scientific utilization of electric waves. 
Theosophists will doubtless claim that the Mahatmas anticipated his supposed discovery. 
M. Tesala hopes ere long to demonstrate the practicability of his plan. 

The English Churchman says: Indications are multiplying that the 5 authori- 
ties, represented by Dr. Vaughan, the Roman Catholic members, of the House of Com- 
mons, and organs of the Papal press, are entering upon a further development in their 
well-organized scheme to subjagate the British Empire to the Papacy. There are, how- 
ever, ‘several constitutional barriers in the way of success. The removal of these hind- 
rances is therefore the policy of the hour. The British Constitution is admittedly Pro- 
testant, in both its letter and spirit. The Bill of Rights enshrines that fundamental fact 
in one brief phrase: This Protestant kingdom.” Hence it is the persistent aim of the 
English agents of the Roman Church to nullify, and if possible to destroy, one by one, 
the safeguards which the prescience of our forefathers devised to protect our nation from 
the encroachments of the Papacy. The ninth section of the Bill of Rights declares in 
plain terms: It hath been found by experience that it is inconsistent with the safety 
and welfare of this Protestant kingdom to be governed by a Popish Prince.” The ex- 
perience” which the nation acquired under the last Popish Prince”—James the Second 
was certainly one of a very practical nature, and it found its legitimate expression in 
the people's Bill of Rights, in the, Ooronation Oath, and in the Declaration against Popery 
imposed upon the Sovereign on his or her accession to the throne. 


It is urged with vehemence by the advocates of cremation that the present Wr dis- 
Posing of dead bodies by burial is unhealthful and the existence of oemeteries dangerous 
to those living in the vicinity. In this connection it is interesting to hear the results of 
the researches made by Professor Wolffhtigel, of the University of Göttingen, and originally 
delivered in the shape of a lecture to the combined student body of that institution. The 
author of this opinion is a recognized authority in his department of study. As reported 
by the Hanover Courier, he stated that this investigation had ended with conclusions 
ahared by men working in the same department at Berlin, Munich, and Göttingen. At 
all these places special examinations by competent men had been made into the claim 
that the existence of cemeteries is dangerous. The conclusion in all these cases was that 
when cemeteries were established and managed in accordance with the laws, there was 
absolutely no danger to the health of the neighborhood, and the principles of hygiene in 
no way demanded the change from burial to cremation. The Professor demands that to 
each grave be given the space of two cubic metres, and that it be kept closed for thirty 
years, although in many cases a body becomes completely decomposed in six years. Then 
the “cemeteries must be so situated thatithe lower stratum of water, even when it rises 
highest, must not reach the graves, in which cases drainage must be resorted to. In other 
respects thereZis no danger, as the ground absorbs everything, and not even the water 
which is one hundred metres from) cemetery iin any way in danger of pollution. It is 
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THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


THURSDAY, APRIL 16, 1896. 


THE HATE OF THE WORLD. 


„Ir ye were of the world, the world would love his own; but because ye 
are not of the world, but 1 have chosen you out of the world, therefore the | 
world hateth you.” John xv: 19. 

The Young Men’s Christian Association of Salt Lake City decided upon 
April 5 as the date of its annual gathering this year, and invited Elder B. 
H. Roberts to take a part in the proceedings by making an address. The 
invitation was accepted and the announcement made public, when several 
ministers of that city rushed to the executive committee of the association 
and threatened to withdraw their support from the gathering if a Mormon 
Elder were permitted to speak. A majority of these officers were Joss 
bigoted than their ministers and decided that the invitation should stand, 
and thefpublic both Mormon and non-Mormon sanctioned the action. The 
papers criticised severely the action of the ministers who, of course, have 
had to_accept the situation. One of them remarked that he thought the 
Mormons were fit people to associate with on proper occasions, but left the 
inference that he did not consider this one of them. . 

The Young Men’s Christian Association is composed of members of the 
different denominations and is supposed to be non-sectarian. A number 
of the Salt Lake City organization are Mormons; in fact it is said there 
are more of that persuasion than of any other one, yet the ministers 
thought it improper to have any one belonging to that Church take the 
least part in the proceedings. No inquiry was made as to what would be 
said, but it could easily have been ascertained that the occasion would not 
be used for preaching any exclusively Mormon doctrine. Elders of that 
Church have too much regard for the feelings of others to take advantage 
of any such opportunity for that purpose. When they are assembled in 
their own meetings they feel at liberty to preach anything which they 
believe to be true. The fact that one bearing the name Mormon was to 
speak, was, however, sufficient to arouse the ministers to action nanan * 


regardless of what he might say. 
Within the last year in England the Latter-day Saints howe had. occa- 


Sion to witness the hate of the world towards them—not from acts of 
violence, but from a manifestation of the same spirit of narrow-mindedness 
shown in the incident related. In one of the. conferences the president 
went to the owners of a certain building to hire it for the conference 
meetings during one Sunday. He was told that the building was not 
engaged for that day. It had been rented for almost any kind of a meet- 
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ing up to that time. But when it was discovered that the Latter-day 
Saints wanted it, the president was told that he could not have it under 
any circumstances. In another place arrangements had been made to 
hold a meeting in a certain hall, and bills had been printed announcing 
that the Latter-day Saints would preach in that building at a given time, 
When the committee having the building in charge found out what had 
been done they went to the secretary who had rented it and threatened 
him with dismissal. They cancelled the engagement and rather than 
permit a Mormon to hold meeting in that house they paid all the expenses 
incurred for printing, and forbade the secretary ever to think of letting 
the Latter-day Saints preach there. 

It will not soon be forgotten how this Church was treated at the Con- 
gress of Religions in Chicago at the time of the World’s Fair three years 
ago. There the admission was not confined to any locality nor sect. The 
followers of Confucius, Buddha, and Mohammed, none of whom believe in 
Christ as the Savior, were permitted to give their ideas on religion; the 
different ‘sects of Christendom were represented by their leading men. 
The gathering was supposed to include, or be open to, every shade of 
religious opinion. But when the time came for the representative of the 
Latter-day Saints to be heard, he was told that he could not appear; it 
was feared the tender feelings ‘of. the audience might be shocked! What 
a comment on the boasted liberality of this enlightened century! 

The Saints have become so accustomed to such treatment that they are 
not surprised to see it exhibited any where now. If they were singled out 
of the whole world as the only one not worthy to be heard, they cannot look 
for a different kind of reception at the hands of a more exclusive gathering. 
But they feel that they can endure it. Indeed, in a certain sense, they 
are very glad that the world shows them that they are not of it and 
refuses to fellowship them. They do not admire the spirit of intolerance 
which is shown towards them on every hand, but the forced separation is 
one of the strongest evidences to them that they are really what they 
profess to be—Christ’s chosen people, chosen because they have been | 
willing to obey Him and suffer for the sake of His truth. | 

Why is it that nearly every one fears to have the doctrines of the Latter- 
day Saints placed before the public? If they are false, as is continually 
asserted by enemies, why are they not exposed and proved false? It 
would not be hard after a thorough investigation, and with the oppor- 
tunities presented for a comparison with the Scriptures, to show wherein 
was the difference, if such existed. But it cannot be found. There is per- 
feot harmony in every particular, and this can not be said of any other 
denomination. All of them have either added to, taken from, or changed, 
the principles so plainly laid down in the Scriptures, and they will not 
consent to be brought back to the pure Gospel of Christ. This is all that 
the Latter-day Saints desire, and because of this they are cast out by the 
world. Iti is a sad reflection on the condition of mankind, but true never- 
theless, 

interest. When the truth becomes better known people will vonder at 
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the actions of professed Christians now as much as they will at those of 
the scribes and pharisees anciently. People say that the Jews ought to 
have received the message of Jesus; it is so clear now that He was the 
Savior; but many of those same persons would not have accepted: Him had 
they been among the Jews of His time, for they could not have endured 
the scorn and hate of the world then, and they can not now. = 

It is impossible for the powers of light and of darkness to inte 
together. Christ and Belial have not become reconciled to each other, 
nor can they. This being the case it is not surprising that the children 
of God are kept separate from the world. Let it be understood that they 
would reject any offer of union if by that was meant that they must give 
up their faith. But they are not so exclusive but that they can respect 
the religious views of all men. They would stifle no man’s voice in advo- 
cating his doctrines. If they have this done to them by others it does not 
discourage them, for they know that their course is accepted of God ‘when 
they live up to their professions. They can suffer thes scorn end hate of 
the world because they are not of it. B. 


THE ne New ante Headlight i in a late issue of its paper ‘says: | 
“The Mormon colony Diaz, which is situated in the state of Chihuahua, 
consists of seven hundred people, and is said to be the most prosperous 
colony in all Mexico. A gentleman who recently visited that spot says 
that it resembles an American town more than any other place in the 
republio. Considerable attention is being given by those people to, the 
canning of fruits, which they claim to do at less than half the Nes f 
are now sold for.“ eee 


Apervats—On April 9, 1896, the Elders in 
Liverpool per American line steamer Pennland: For the British Mission 
—George Shorten of Ogden; John Jacobs of Pleasant Green; D., D. E. 
Jones of Union; George Sheairn of East Jordan; George Meadows of 
Farmington: For the Scandiravian Mission—D. K. Brown.of Nephi; Ole 
Jensen of Manti; Séren S. Christensen of Sandy; Andrew A. Biorn of 
Mink Creek, Idaho: For the Swiss and German Mission—George. F. 

Hickman of Benjamin; Andrew Thomson, Jr., of Ephraim. The Scandin- 
avian brethren continued their journey on the 10th end those: for einer 


— 


ably released from presiding over the to: 
home April 30, 1896. ; 

Elder W. 8. Romney has trom Rider 
in the Sheffield Conference, and to over 
Conference. 

Elder Joseph A. Buttle has been N W from presiding over 3 
eid 

Elder Edwin J. Winder has been released from laboring e Traveling 
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Elder in the London Conference nnn ae 


Conference. 

By request of President Woodruff, per enblegrant; Elder John B. McMaster 
has been honorably released from laboring as Traveling Elder in the Scot- 
tish Conference, to return home April 23, 1896. 
Eider William A. Taylor has been honorably released from laboring as 
Traveling Elder in the Manchester Conference, to return home April 30 
1696. 

Elder William G. Westwood has been honorably released from laboring 
as Traveling Elder in the Nottingham Conference, to return home April 
30, 1898. 

Elder David Jenkins has been honorably a from laboring as 
Traveling Elder in the Welsh Conference, to return home April 30, 1896. 


Elder William F. Pratt has been honorably released from laboring as 


Traveling Elder in the Cheltenham Conference, to return home April 30, 

Elder J. E. Booth has been released from laboring as Traveling Elder in 
1 Conference, and . to labor as Traveling Elder in 
the Manchester Conference. 

Elder Benjamin R. Brough has deen released from laboring as Traveling 
Elder i in the Manchester Conference, and appointed to labor as Traveling 
Elder in the Birmingham Conference. 

Elder George Shorten has been appointed to labor as Traveling Elder i in 
the London Conference. 

Elders John Jacobs and George Meadows have been appointed to leer 
as Traveling Elders in the Birmingham Conference. 

Elders D. D. E. Jones and George Sheairn have been — to labor 
as Traveling Elders in the Welsh Conference. 


“FROM VARIOUS. MISSIONARY FIELDS. 


Ex Dm P. Ernstrom writes from Karlstad, Sweden, to the Skandinaviens 
Sterne, under date of March 11, 1896, concerning his labors in Vermland:— 
According to my promise, I give you a little sketch of my labors here in 
Vermland. After having visited my relatives in Christiania, I arrived in 
this beautiful and glorious land, as the poets delight to call it. I immedi- 
ately commenced tracting and holding meetings, and I soon found out what 


it means to be a Mormon missionary. However, I must say that I have 


gained many friends in the district near the boundary of Norway, where the 
population consists of a mixtureof Norwegiansand Swedes, and I held twelve 
meetings there. A school teacher and a preacher manifested a disposition 
to discuss with me, but they did not gain anything by it, for the people 
took my side. An elderly lady who owns a large house which she opens 
for religious meetings was warned not to permit the Mormon Priest to use 
it, but when I bade her good-bye, before leaving, she invited me to visit her 
when I returned to that place: she said that then she would open her 
house for me to hold service in, even if she should lose her standing in her 
church by doing so, and she put a “krone” in my hand to help me on my 


———— — 
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journey. Since then I have gone from house to house tracting, and came 
to Borgvik on the Lake Venern. Here happened something which I think 
will be followed by good results for the Gospel, and we had a striking 
proof of how the priests and the scribes often hurt their own cause. At 
Borgvik there are some large iron-works employing about three hundred 
workmen. A liberal- minded man who works with the rollers furnished 
me lodgings. I visited him at his work, and his comrades asked him who 
I was. “He is a Mormon Priest,” said the man; “you should only hear 
him, and you would soon acknowledge that he understands the plan of 
salvation far better than the Parish Priest himself, and he carries a lot of 
tracts with him which he sells very cheap.” At their request I took the 
tracts with me to the works, and I sold several “kroner’s” worth to them. 
They read them during their lunch time. I visited them when they had 
stopped for dinner, and spoke to them about the Gospel; they desired that 
I should hold a meeting on the place. It did not look as though this could 
be done, for the superintendent himself was a local preacher, and seemed 
not much pleased with my labors, and forbade the workmen to open their 
houses for me to hold meetingsin. This prohibition seemed to sharpen 
still more their curiosity, and they wished me to address them even if we 
had to find a place on the highway. At last it was determined that I 
should lecture in the dining hall on the next Sunday at one o clock in the 
afternoon. When the time arrived I was informed that a great number 
of people had met, and I made myself ready to go to the meeting; but 
then the Priest and the members of the parish council came to the house 
where I was staying, and the following conversation took place: The 
priest to the man of the house: “Does the Mormon pastor stay here * 
The man: “Yes, there he is. 

The priest, addressing me: “I forbid you to preach here, and lead the 
people astray with false doctrine.” 

“T don’t preach anything but what you can find in this book.” (the Bible, 
which I then held in my hand.) 

Priest: “Yes, the Mormon Bible!” 

“No, it is no Mormon Bible. Look at the title page: ‘The Bible, printed | 
at Stockholm in 1894.“ : 

Priest: “Yes, you preach a little out of the Bible, i in * to aer young 
girls; then you take them to Utah, and make in your concubines and 
slaves.” 

“What do you know sheet Utah! You aire never been there.” 

Priest: “I have read about it in the: papers. Have you been i in Utah?” 

„Ves sir, I have been there thirteen years.” ni 
Priest: “I forbid you eee 1 me 

see your papers“ 

“With pleasure; here are my re papers.” , 

Priest: “Why, you haven't even got Swedish papers“? 

“They are not needed; American papers are sufficient for American | 
citizens.” 

Priest: “Ifyou and sattar your trate hore will 
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“All right; it will be pleasant to go over the road in a wagon, for it 
was very hard to get here; I had to travel thirty miles on foot, and I will 
be very thankful to have a team take me away. 

Priest: “You needn’t joke about it; you may find that I am in earnest, 
for the parish council has met and has determined to send the constable 

after you.” 

II 'am not afraid of the parish council nor she priest. I have done noth 
ing wrong, but itis now as it was in the days of the Savior. Then the 
priests and scribes set themselves against Jesus and His Apostles. Those 
who preach for hire have always been the most bitter — of the 
truth.” 

Priest: “Do you not have a salary ” 

No, sir, and I have even paid for my own journey to this country, and I 
expect to remain here for about two years, and will have to meet all 
expenses connected with my stay.” 

Priest: “Are you a Mormon or Latter-day Saint?” 

am, sir: and what reason have you to hinder me from preaching?” 
Priest: It is reason enough that a man is a Mormon and has comé from 
Utah.” 

“If it is enough to condemn a man because he is from Utah, chest it is 
now like it was in the days of Christ; they said that no good could come 
from Nazareth and they rejected Him been He was a Nazarene. If you, 
Mr. Priest, will permit me, I will visit you tomorrow, and I will make this 
condition: I will abandon my faith in the Latter-day Saints’ doctrine, if 
you can prove to me that it is false. But on the contrary if I can prove 
that the doctrine which you preach is composed of the commandments of 
men, then you will be just as willing to give up your faith in it.“ 

Priest: “I will talk no more with you, and I will not permit you to enter 
my house; I again forbid you to tract and preach in this parish.” 


Then he went, while I informed him that I would preach the Gospel 


when. and where I had an opportunity, without asking his permission. 

I' then went to the meeting and found over two hundred people waiting 
for me to come. I asked them to excuse my being late, and explained the 
reason that I did not come at the time appointed. Then I preached the 
principles of the Gospel, and advised the people to examine for themselves 


and see if our doctrines did not harmonize with the doctrines of Christ and 


His Apostles. I said that it was a testimony of the truth of this work, 
that it meets opposition, and that Jesus and His disciples found their most 


bitter opposers among that class of men who now sought to hinder me 


from preaching the Gospel of salvation. — 
The people paid the strictest attention, and beige nearly all my books 


and tracts. They asked me to come again, and said if they ever had heard 


the truth spoken, then it was the testimony which they heard me bear 


concerning the Gospel. I left the place and am now out of danger of 


being arrested. I feel well and expect in a couple of days to go back to 
my friends on the Norwegian boundary, from whoin I have received a 


Christ. 


written invitation to come and teach them more about the Gospel of 


‘ 
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LEGENDS or 1 CROSS 


Ir be wholly out of place to enter 
about the date of different apocryphal documents, or to inquire as to the 
exact age of various traditions. They all belong to that class of literature 
which the Jews called Haggadoth, or, collectively, the Haggadah. Many 
of them were never intended to be accepted as literal facts, but rather as 
dim possibilities, or as moral conceptions enshrined in allegoric tales; and 
intended though often most unsuceessfully—to bring out deeper or fuller 
meanings than lay on the surface of the sacred narrativen. 

It is natural that the imagination of men should have heen, Seated 5 
the Cross. To the ancient Greeks and Romans a oross was the most loathly 
and abhorrent of all objects; it was the torture implement for the worst 
of criminals, and the gibbet for the vilest of sla ves. It summoned up 
pictures so intolerable that Cicero said it should be kept from the sight, 
and even from the thoughts, of all good citizens. No wonder that the 
Cross was to the Jews a stumbling- block, and to the Greeks foolishness.” 
Who could have dreamed that God would give to the doctrine of the Cross 
so stupendous a victory over all the combined stength, contempt, and fury 
of the world, that, before three centuries. were finished, it should have 
passed from a symbol of abject and degrading. anguish to the most revered 
enrichment of banners, and the most glorious. symbol upon imperial 
diadems? The discovery, or, as itis called, “the Invention of the true 
Cross,” by St. Helena, the mother of Constantine, was an event surrounded. 
by a halo of sham miracles, and can hardly be acoepted as history unless 
it represents a deliberate fraud practised on the credulity of the British: 
Queen. But it shows how immense was the veneration which had been 
attracted to itself by the once detested emblem; and we trace the same 
thing in the legend of Dysmas, the converted robber, as told in one of 
the recensions of the Gospel of Nicodemus. He appears to the Patriarchs, 
whom Christ had just liberated from Hades, as a very wretched man, and 
the holy fathers said to him, Who art thou having the aspect of a robber, 
and what is the cross which thou bearest on thy shoulders?” He tells them 
of Christ's promise to him on the cross, and that as he approached Eden the 
flaming sword, seeing the sign of the cross, opened unto me, and Michael 
the Archangel bade me wait here a mmm the 
righteous.” 

told that before Adam was delivered from Judah, he summoned his son 
Seth, and said to him: “Tell unto the patriarchs and prophets all that 
thou didst hear from Michael the Archangel when I sent thee to the gates 
of Paradise to pray God to give me the oil of mercy to anoint my body 
when I wassick.”. Accordingly Seth narrated to them that Michael had told 
him not to pray for the oil of mercy, since it could. only be obtained 5,500 
years later, when Christ, after His baptism, should anoint with the oil of 
mercy all who believed in Him. There are other popular fancies about 
the Cross, One says that it was made of four different kinds of wood; but 
folk-lore says that it was made of aspen wood, and assigns that reason for 
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the ghastly and perpetual shiver of the aspen’s leaves. Again, we are 
told that when Adam. was. driven from Paradise, he still possessed one seed 
of the Tree of Life, which had ‘been brought to him in the bill of a bird. 
He planted that seed, and from it grew the tree of which the Cross was 
ultimately made. In scores of pictures of the Crucifixion the reader will 
have observed a skull lying at the foot of the Cross. No doubt this is an 
allusion to the fact that the low rounded hill on which the Cross was 
erected was called Golgotha—in its Latin form, Calvarium, Calvary, a 
word which does not occur in the English Bible—or “the place of a skull.” 
But legend regarded this skull as the skull of Adam, and said that when a 
stream of Christ’s blood trickled down the Cross, and touched it, Adam 


UTAH. NEWS. 


Several people of Ephraim and Manti are talking of moving to Canada this spring. 

State fish Commissioner A. three million white to 
Bear Lake. 

The bill adopting the Australian, béliot nden been boch branches of the 
legislature. There was not a single dissenting vote in the lower house. 

A new branch of the Church has been organized out of a part of the Draper Ward, 
Salt Lake Stake, with James F. 

, Brown as his Counselors. 445 

The Agricultural College has initituted instruction to any 
farmers who desire to attend the class giving advice as to the: treatment of diseases to 

The bill restoring to the ‘Oburch the real estate . n it has passed 
both houses of Congress aud will very likely receive the signature of President Cleveland, 
It is but an act of justice that has been long d played, and Ann on 
the part of those who are affected thereb. 

Jacob. Weiler Valley in July, 1847, passed away 
on March 24. He had been Bishop of the Third Salt Lake City Ward nearly forty 
years, and owing to his advanced age he was released only a short time ago. and was 
ordained a Patriarch. e hne; up the country 
and helping the people. 

It is reported that nearly all‘the frait trees it "Uintah Valley have died during the last 
winter. One man says that not more than two hundred out of twenty-five hundred in his 
orchard are living. The cause is thought to have been a severe frost last September 
which came while r . consequent upon this will be 
very heavy for all settlers in that vallex. 


The report that ‘snow is scarce in ss e ‘has been contradicted by one man 


from Brigham City, who attempted to reach the location of a mine which he abandoned 
at the approach of winter. He could not get to his property and states that in that 


locality there is more snow than he has seen for many years. Other portions of the state 


woald be glad if they could reosive suck assurances of an abundant water supply. 
General Superintendent Bancroft of the Union Pacific Railway, states that the business 


of ies all bod tn: the shake has increased steadily during the last eight or ten months, 


until now it is proposed to institute additional train service for those portions of the road 


running south of Salt Lake City. The officers think that the step will be a profitable 


one for the company to take, and it win certainly convenient one for the public. 
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